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Quick to give God the glory and
praise to his teammates, Trevor’s hu-
mility speaks louder than his long list
of athletic accomplishments. In a re-
cent interview, Trevor said: ‘“Football
is important to me, obviously, but it is
not . . . the biggest thing in my life. I
would say my faith is.”

From billboards along Joe Frank
Harris Parkway, to the marquis out-
side the Cartersville Chick-fil-A, our
community is expressing pride in their
hometown football star, not only for
what he has accomplished, but more so
for who he is.

On behalf of the people of Georgia’s
11th Congressional District, I congratu-
late Trevor Lawrence on his excep-
tional performance in the NCAA Na-
tional Championship game, and I com-
mend his parents for instilling in him a
strong set of values and the encourage-
ment and motivation to work hard to
achieve success.

I applaud the Cartersville High
School coach, Joey King, for recog-
nizing Trevor’s potential and helping
to develop this champion of the grid-
iron.

I also congratulate the Clemson Ti-
gers and head coach Dabo Swinney on
an exceptional season and a well-
earned national championship.

——

STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH
AMERICA’S TEACHERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, I
rise in support of millions of our Na-
tion’s teachers who fight for our chil-
dren’s future every single day.

Last year, tens of thousands of edu-
cators from Arizona helped lead the
Nation, walking out of their class-
rooms to protest cuts to schools and
funding. They told me about outdated
textbooks, overcrowded classrooms,
and school supplies so limited that kids
were taking tests with crayons.

They succeeded in securing much-
needed pay raises for teachers. But the
Arizona Legislature refused to provide
sufficient money for support staff,
classroom supplies, and other resources
they need to effectively do their jobs.
So, today, Arizona teachers and I are
wearing red, because the fight to en-
sure that every child receives a quality
education is not over.

Our students deserve better. They de-
serve fully funded schools with state-
of-the-art classrooms to ensure our
kids have the skills they need to suc-
ceed in a quickly changing world. They
deserve the challenges and opportuni-
ties that come from taking advanced
placement classes that promote aca-
demic achievement and extracurricular
activities to stimulate creativity and a
passion for lifelong learning. They de-
serve teachers, aides, administrative
staff, and bus drivers who are paid a
fair and living wage.

Instead, the State continues to short-
change our children by asking edu-
cators to do more with less.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Madam Speaker, I know firsthand
the importance of properly funding the
public school system. I am a product of
it. I would not have the honor to stand
here today and advocate for teachers
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives if it wasn’t for the help and ad-
vice and mentorship of one of my own
high school teachers, Mr. Gustafson—
or Mr. G, as I called him—of Evergreen
Park Community High School. He is
just one example of the many pas-
sionate, selfless educators who inspire
students every day.

That is why I stand today, tomorrow,
and every day in solidarity with Amer-
ica’s teachers demanding more re-
sources for educators and the young
people that they have dedicated their
lives to.

Our Nation’s future depends on it.

RECOGNIZING THE RUBIN FAMILY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize a family and a
school community in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, that is working to keep
the legacy alive for a young person
taken too soon.

In 1998, Jason Rubin, then a 13-year-
old student at Cecelia Snyder Middle
School in Bensalem, tragically suc-
cumbed to a bacterial infection. Jason
was a popular kid who loved sports and
played on the school’s basketball team.

Shortly after Jason’s passing, his
parents, Richard and Gail, set up a me-
morial fund in his honor. The fund as-
sists our community in various capac-
ities, including through scholarships
for Bensalem High School students.

This year, the family wanted to do
something different and special. Real-
izing Cecelia Snyder’s scoreboard was
outdated, the Rubin family dedicated a
new scoreboard in memory of Jason D.
Rubin, a fitting tribute for their bas-
ketball-loving son. A dedication cere-
mony with the Rubin family present
was held last week.

Madam Speaker, we applaud the serv-
ice of the Rubin family and members of
the Cecelia Snyder school and their
community, and we are all so proud to
see Jason memorialized in such a
meaningful way.

HONORING GRACE GODSHALK

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life and mem-
ory of a woman who lived a life defined
by service, faith, and compassion.

Grace Godshalk passed away on De-
cember 15 at the age of 81. Born in
Queens, New York, Grace moved to
Bucks County in 1965, settling in Lower
Makefield Township. Grace soon be-
came a beloved member of our commu-
nity and began devoting her time and
her energy to local causes.

Later, in 1977, Grace became the first
woman elected to the Lower Makefield
Township Board of Supervisors. She
served honorably for 30 years, retiring
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in 2008, and, during her tenure, devel-
oped a reputation as a staunch sup-
porter of open space initiatives, ac-
tively involved in the preservation of
the Five Mile Woods Nature Preserve
and the Patterson Farm.

Grace never lost her strength or her
composure.

After her son, Bill, passed away in
the terror attacks of 9/11, Grace played
a pivotal role in the dedication of the
Garden of Reflection to memorialize
9/11 victims.

Madam Speaker, our entire commu-
nity sends our love to her daughter,
Jane, and to her grandchildren. Grace
is now reunited with her husband,
James, and her legacy in our commu-
nity will endure forever.

RECOGNIZING JAY SMITH

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize a native of
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and a
community that has rallied around
him in support.

Jay Smith graduated from Central
Bucks West and was diagnosed with
ALS in 2014. This month, a jazz con-
cert, dubbed ‘‘Jazz for Jay,” will be
held to help Jay and his family pay for
medical expenses.

Jay is a writer and an inventor, a
husband to Melissa, and a father to
Loghan and Peyton. Despite his declin-
ing health, he currently serves on the
board of directors of a foundation,
Every 90 Minutes, which serves to pro-
mote research for a cure for ALS.

While he currently lives in Texas, his
ties to Bucks County run deep, and our
community is proud to support him in
this fight.

Madam Speaker, here in Congress, we
must all do our part to ensure that our
medical research community has the
resources needed to fight and find a
cure for ALS.

I would also like to thank those par-
ticipating in the Jazz for Jay ceremony
and activities, and the Smith family
for their advocacy.

—
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SEAWALL CONSTRUCTION ON
EAST SHORE OF STATEN ISLAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to announce my
introduction of a bill authorizing the
Secretary of the Interior to grant an
easement of Federal lands for the con-
struction of a seawall on the east shore
of Staten Island.

This is the first bill I am introducing,
because, since Hurricane Sandy, which
absolutely devastated my district, New
York City, and the region as a whole,
residents in my district have lived in
fear of devastating flooding. They live
in fear of another superstorm. They
live in fear of heavy flooding. And they
live in fear of the rising cost of flood
insurance.

That fear is real for my constituents.
But the question isn’t whether the
storm will hit again; it is when.
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